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M  JE,  PREFACE  JE.  M 


Books  of  this  nature  are  in  universal  use  among  bankers,  merchants  and 
manufacturers  where  the  range  of  calculations  are  such  that  any  book  can  be 
found  which  is  applicable  to  them.  We  have  secured  the  services  of  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Delbridge  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  who  is  probably  the  most  proficient 
mathematical  expert  in  the  world,  and  it  is  our  intention  to  issue  a  full  line 
of  mathematical  books  that  shall  b,e/eytensive  and  comprehensive  enough  to 
cover  every  possible  field  in  commercial  calculations.  In  fact,  we  have  in 
press  now  almost  a  complete  line  of  such  books,  and  from  time  to  time  shall 
take  up  the  publication  cf  any  work"t)f  'a'  similar  nature  for  which  there  might 
be  any  demand.  .... 

The  noted  author  mentioned  above  has  kindly  consented  that  our  Com¬ 
pany  shall  bear  his  name, — The  Delbridge'  Co.  As  far  as  practicable  we  shall 
confine  our  business  to  mathematical  publications,  our  plant  being  fitted  up 
with  this  especial  idea  in  view.  It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  reader  to 
learn  that  Mr.  Delbridge  is  the  author  of  over  forty  copyrighted  mathematical 
books  and  is  compiling  new  ones  at  the  rate  of  about  ten  every  year.  It  is 
seldom  that  he  finds  it  necessary  to  use  pencil  and  paper  in  making  calcula¬ 
tions,  his  skill  in  this  line  being  so  abnormal  and  so  wonderful,  that  the  work 
is  done  almost  wholly  by  mental  processes.  On  a  test  in  our  office  in  St. 
Louis,  during  the  summer  of  1899,  he  made  eighteen  thousand  calculations  in 
the  course  of  a  single  day.  He  began  work  at  five  minutes  past  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  At  eleven  o’clock  he  slept  twenty  minutes,  at  noon 
he  took  twenty  minutes  for  lunch,  and  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
another  sleep  of  twenty  minutes.  At  five  minutes  past  six  in  the  afternoon 
he  had  completed  the  above  mentioned  remarkable  test,  and  gave  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  being  exhausted  to  any  very  great  extent.  All  these  calculations, 
except  possibly  a  dozen  or  so,  were  made  mentally  and  so  rapidly,  that  an 
assistant  could  not  set  down  the  results  as  fast  as  he  would  call  them. 
Afterwards  they  were  verified  and  not  one  mistake  had  been  made  in  the 
entire  eighteen  thousand.  The  calculations  made  during  this  test  were  by  no 
means  based  upon  even  amounts  and  numbers,  but  was  regular  “copy”  for  our 
publications  “as  it  came”  in  the  course  of  the  pages  of  the  books  which  were 
being  prepared,  some  pages  being  of  the  smallest  and  most  complicated 

fractions.  THE  DELBRIDGE  CO. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


PRESS  OPINIONS. 


Post-Dispatch,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Chas.  L.  Delbridge  of  St.  Louis,  has  a 
remarkable  faculty.  He  can  make  in¬ 
stantly  mental  calculations  which  in  fig¬ 
ures,  would  cover  several  sheets  of  pa¬ 
per,  and  is  making  practical  use  of  his 
unusual  gift  by  publishing  books  of  cal¬ 
culations  used  every  day  in  business 
houses  and  banks.  To  illustrate  and 
give  an  exhibition  of  his  peculiar  faculty 
Mr.  Delbridge  said :  “Give  me  a  frac¬ 
tional  figure  to  run  in  multiplication.  He 
was  given  .02  9-1 1  and  .07  4-9  and  ran 
them  up  to  tne  100th  multiplication  as 
fast  as  they  could  be  written.  If  one 
is  doubtful  of  the  difficulty  of  doing  this 
let  him  take  a  single  one  of  these  100 
problems  to  which  Mr  Delbridge  gives 
the  answer  instantly  and  say  to  himself, 
“How  much  is  69  times  .$7  4-9?”  Then 
let  him  look  at  the  figuring  he  does  to 
get  the  answer,  and  think  of  the  genius 
of  a  man  who  does  it  in  his  head.  Then 
let  him  think  of  the  proposition  con¬ 
fronting  Mr.  Delbridge  when  he  gets  in¬ 
to  the  column  77  times  .017  7-1 1  etc. 
“Three  hours  of  this  mental  work  is  as 
much  as  I  can  do  at  a  time,”  says  this 
man  of  calculating  genius  and  it  isn’t 
always  I  can  do  it  well.  When  the 
mood  is  on  me  I  can  call  the  figures  as 
rapidly  as  an  assistant  can  copy  them. 
I  must  have  quiet  and  no  annoyances  or 
interruptions.  In  setting  down  the 
answers  I  sometimes  write  a  figure  that 
is  not  in  my  mind,  but  the  mistake  will 
not  get  into  the  book,  for  I  will  catch 
it  in  the  type.  So  you  see  I  have  a 
process  better  than  proof  reading.” 
Mr.  Delbridge  was  born  in  Alabama  and 
was  raised  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he  liv¬ 
ed  until  last  August,  when  he  came  to 
St.  Louis.  He  was  educated  at  Atlanta 
and  New  York,  and  has  lectured  exten¬ 
sively  upon  scientific  subjects.  He  has 
an  office  upon  the  second  floor  of  104 


North  Sixth  street,  and  the  matter  for 
his  books  is  being  set  there,  where  he 
can  read  the  type  as  fast  as  the  galleys 
are  filled. 


Journal,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Mr.  Chas.  L.  Delbridge  delivered  the 
lecture  of  the  evening  at  Silver  Lake 
Chautauqua  last  night.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  of  the  assembly.  Strik¬ 
ing  features  of  Mr.  Delbridge’s  lecture 
were  his  acute  mathematical  calculations 
which  were  used  to  show  some  astonish¬ 
ing  facts  about  the  north  pole,  he  always 
used  some  simple  simile  in  connection 
with  his  calculations  which  made  the 
most  intricate  mathematical  fact  appear 
in  such  clear  and  certain  light  that  no 
one  could  help  but  catch  his  meaning. 


Herald,  Dalton,  Ga. 

Mr.  Delbridge  is  the  most  famous 
mathematician  in  the  world,  occupying 
the  field  in  mathematics  that  Edison 
does  in  electricity. 

An  ordinary  mathematician,  however 
skilled  and  expert  in  figures,  could 
scarcely  produce  a  page  of  some  of  his 
remarkable  books  in  a  month  of  con¬ 
stant  application,  by  the  known  methods 
in  mathematics,  while  Mr.  Delbridge 
with  his  peculiar  gift  will  compile  page 
after  page  with  as  much  ease  and  with 
as  great  rapidity  as  one  can  read  the 
pages  of  an  ordinary  book  of  print. 

In  addition  to  the  Cotton  Calculator 
and  Interest  Computer,  he  has  produc¬ 
ed  many,  what  seem  to  us,  curiosities  in 
figures,  but  all  of  which  have  their  great 
value  and  find  constant  use  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world.  On  a  recent  visit  to  St. 
Louis,  we  were  shown  through  this  pub¬ 
lishing  establishment.  We  were  amaz¬ 


ed  at  the  stacks  and  piles  of  book  forms 
and  stereotype  plates  of  books  and  fig¬ 
ures. 

While  Mr.  Delbridge  has  his  home  in 
St.  Louis,  Georgia  claims  him,  as  it  was 
here  that  his  wonderful  gift  in  the  mas¬ 
tery  of  figures  was  developed.  Yet,  Al¬ 
abama  is  his  native  State. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  article  on  the 
first  page  of  this  paper,  he  does  not  de¬ 
vote  all  his  time  and  attention  to  fig¬ 
ures.  He  is  a  student  and  a  scholar, 
occupying  the  most  advanced  ground 
on  the  field  of  scientific  research.  Like 
all  succcessful  men  he  is  possessed  of 
great  industry ;  both  hands  and  brain 
always  at  work.  During  the  late  sus¬ 
pension  of  street  car  travel,  occasioned 
by  the  strike.  Mr.  Delbridge,  so  we  were, 
informed,  was  regularly  at  his  down¬ 
town  office  at  break  of  day  each  morn¬ 
ing,  having  walked  the  distance  from  his 
elegant  home  at  Nicholson  place,  three 
miles  away. 


Weekly,  Aberdeen,  Miss. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Delbridge  is  the  author  of  a 
series  of  mathematical  books  that  are 
bound  to  revolutionize  the  methods  of 
making  calculations  in  the  business 
world.  The  time  saved  by  their  use 
would  be  an  important  item  and  with 
the  aid  of  the  Delbridge  book  mistakes 
would  never  occur. 


Enterprise,  Greenwood,  Miss. 

Chas.  L.  Delbridge,  of  St.  Louis  is  the 
wonder  of  the  world  in  mathematical 
calculations.  With  one  of  his  books  it 
is  not  necessary  for  a  banker  or  a  mer¬ 
chant  to  make  any  calculations.  They 
are  all  made  out  and  can  be  referred  to 
instantly. 


These  Tables  can  be  had,  mounted  on  heavy  cloth 
boards  at  $1.00  each,  postpaid. 
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BAXLEY,  BUCKWHEAT  and  HUNGARIAN  POUNDS  REDUCED  TO  BUSHELS  AND  POUNDS. 

GRASS  SEED  AT  48  POUNDS  TO  THE  BUSHEL. 


The  heavy  black  figures  represent  POUNDS,  and  the  smaller  figures  in  first  row  to  the  right,  represents  bushels,  and  in  next  row;  pounds. 
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I  SHELLED  CORN ,  RYE  and  FLAX  POUNDS  REDUCED  TO  BUSHELS  AND  POUNDS. 

AT 56  POUNDS  TO  THE  BUSHEL. 


The  heavy  black  figures  represent  POUNDS,  and  the  smaller  figures  in  first  row  to  the  right,  represents  bushels,  and  in  next  row;  pounds. 
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ONIONS  AT  57  POUNDS  TO  TEE  BUSHEL.  POUNDS  REDUCED  TO  BUSHELS  AND  POUNDS. 


The  heavy  black  figures  represent  POUNDS,  and  the  smaller  figures  in  first  row  to  the  right,  represents  bushels,  and  in  next  row;  pounds. 
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